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The history of diplomacy is one of the traditional themes of European historiography, but it has undergone 
many changes in the last fifty years. From the criticized and rejected topic they have gradually returned, 
especially thanks to historical-anthropological approaches, to prominence and are currently experiencing an 
unprecedented boom. However, the diplomacy of the Austrian Habsburgs is still not sufficiently explored, 
as evidenced by the fact that the canonical work of Klaus Müller Das kaiserliche Gesandtschaftswesen im 
Jahrhundert nach dem Westfälischen Frieden from 1976, which deals only with the second half of the 17th and 
first half of the 18th century, is still the basic work. However, a significant methodological shift in recent years 
is reflected in a number of books and articles by Austrian, Czech, German, Hungarian and Spanish historians, 
and further research is underway. Unfortunately, younger researchers from these countries do not meet very 
often and little is generally known about new works written in national languages.

The aim of this seminar is to invite doctoral students and postdoctoral researchers from Central Europe, 
who deal mainly with the history of Habsburg imperial diplomacy from about the middle of the 16th to the 
middle of the 19th century, to a joint meeting. The seminar will be opened by an invited key note speaker with 
extensive experience in this field of research, and subsequently doctoral students will inform about their 
research and especially approaches to the history of diplomacy. We especially welcome such presentations, 
in which non-traditional sources, new research questions or little-known contexts of the history of diplomacy 
will be discussed. We will also appreciate interdisciplinary contributions highlighting collecting, musicological, 
theatrical and other aspects of diplomacy.

We ask you to communicate your participation, a provisional title and a short abstract  
to Jiri.Kubes@upce.cz by January 31st 2021.  

The organization of the conference will provide daily allowance to the participants,  
covering the cost of accommodation..


